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(d) Unless a separate fore and aft ac-
cess is provided below the freeboard
deck, a permanent fore and aft gang-
way must be fitted at the super-
structure deck level between poop and
all other deckhouses used in the essen-
tial operation of the vessel.

(e) Type ‘““A” vessels must be fitted
with open rails for at least half the
length of the exposed parts of the
weather deck. Where superstructures
are connected by trunks, open rails
must be fitted for the whole length of
the exposed parts of the freeboard
deck.

Subpart E—Unmanned River
Barges on Lake Michigan Routes

SOURCE: USCG-1998-4623, 67 FR 19690, Apr.
23, 2002, unless otherwise noted.
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§45.171

§45.171 Purpose.

(a) This subpart establishes a special
load line regime under which certain
unmanned, river-service, dry-cargo
barges may be exempted from the nor-
mal Great Lakes load line require-
ments while operating on certain Lake
Michigan routes. Depending upon the
route, the barge may only need a lim-
ited service domestic voyage load line,
or may be conditionally exempted from
load line assignment.

(b) Except as provided in this sub-
part, barges operating on Lake Michi-
gan must have either an international
load line assignment issued in accord-
ance with the International Conven-
tion on Load Lines, 1966, as amended,
or a Great Lakes load line assignment
issued in accordance with the require-
ments of this part.

(c) The requirements of this subpart
are summarized in Table 45.171:
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(b) Barges that have been designed
and built to at least the minimum

scantlings of the American Bureau of

§45.173 Eligible barges.

Only barges meeting the following re-
quirements are eligible for the special
load line regime under this subpart

Shipping River Rules which were in ef-

fect at the time of construction;

dry-

river service,

(a) Unmanned,

cargo barges
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